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,mount to theft and therefore it should be shunned. Even though
be food in prisons is just like that at home, yet the former must
tot be touched. However, for a student who does not look upon
Government schools as prisons, it is proper to return to them.
Dthers have no right to criticize him. What is prison-house to one,
nay look like freedom to another.

The" true movement consists in revolutionizing ideas. Action
ilways follows ideas. To a thoughtful person action without ideas
s burdensome; to the thoughtless it is neither beneficial nor harm-
ill. The thoughtless imitate others and most of us are devoid
>f thought. It is for this very reason that devotees have praised
;he virtue of keeping good company.

We have now before us the era of only thoughtful non-co-opera-
ion. The external sanctions of the Congress, etc., are useful, like
small doses of medicine, only for a short period. At the end of
=ta experiment of three or four years we find that many scholars are
iceptical about non-co-operation with schools. If we accept their
verdict, the majority of them will be against leaving Government
schools. In such an unfavourable atmosphere, only a few students
:an think independently and continue to practise non-co-operation.
It is the duty of national schools to help these few students. I
have been made the Chancellor. My eligibility for that post is not
at all based on my learning. My special qualifications as a non-
co-operator can alone account for my eligibility to the chancellor-
ship. Hence if I have stressed in the curriculum those aspects
which further non-co-operation, I deserve not merely pardon, but
praise.

However, this position of mine has been construed to show that
I am an enemy of literacy, of learning* In fact, the opposite is true.
I do not wish that national schools should do away with knowledge
of letters and teach the theory and practice of carding and spinning
alone. I wish that students should be given ample and proper
instruction in reading and writing. I wish that they should be able
to compete with the students of Government schools in this respect.
I shall not, however, be satisfied with this alone. In Govern-
ment schools we are educated for jobs, for clerkships. The objective
of national schools being swaraj, independence and self-reliance,
along with literary instruction, students should be trained With a
view to developing their moral and manual fibre. National schools
teach such things as would further the cause of swaxaj.
should be regarded not as an end but rather as the
developing strength of character and furthering the cause
For developing strength of character, there must be

